Escuela de Arquitect

ra en”Granada

Py —
.
f—o )y
=Sy

UNFINISHED
Pabellén espaiiol - Spanish Pavillion

Biennale Architettura 2016
La Biennale di Venezia

Victor Lopez Cotelo



Un dilatado proceso de transformacion durante mas de
quinientos afios que comenz6 con la existencia de una casa
nazari y siguid en el siglo XVI con la construccién de la
""Casa del Almirante”, se fue completando hasta configurar
a mediados del siglo XX, como edificio monumental, una
gran manzana que supera la pequena escala del entorno. El
complejo contaba con la estructura adecuada para acoger
la nueva Escuela de arquitectura de Granada, si bien exigia
una intervencion clarificadora para alcanzar una unidad, no
en sentido estilistico, sino integrador. En este complejo,
junto a elementos que tienen sus valores arquitecténicos
propios, hay otros que carecian de ellos. La actuacion ha
pretendido que la tensidn que surge entre lo auténtico

del pasado y lo nuevo del presente impregne al resto, de
modo que encuentre al fin un destino arquitectonico. La
construccion seria en esta nueva etapa el agente catalizador
de un nuevo “todo” reconociendo en la materialidad de
cada época y la luz el fundamento integrador del proceso
histérico.



This complex was formed through a protracted
transformation process during more than five hundred
years that started with the existence of a Nasrid house,
continued in the sixteenth-century with the construction
of the “Admiral’s house” and was gradually added onto until
the twentieth-century. Finally it was a monumental building,
occupying an entire city block and overwhelming the small
scale of its surroundings. The compound’s structure was
adequate to house Granada’s new Architecture School;
however an intervention was required to clarify the unity

of the complex, not in a stylistic sense, but as an exercise
in integration. In this heterogeneous composite there are
elements that have specific architectural values together
with others that have none. This intervention hopes that
the tension generated between authentic elements from
the past and new elements from the present will impregnate
the rest in a way that helps the whole finally discover an
architectural destiny. In this new phase the construction

is the catalyzing agent of a new “whole”, recognizing the
materiality of each era and the light as the basic integrating
principles of the historic process.
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Emplazamiento - Location




Plantas - Plans
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Plantas - Plans
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Secciones - Sections
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